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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 
Number } 

: No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. of copies Se ae. nt 
f . BENGALI. 
* Monthly. 
: 1 | “ Bhérat Shramjibi ” — ...| Bardhanagar ...| 4,000: 
: 2 |“ Rajshahye Sambéd” ... _... | Rajshahye. =e Series 
3 | Grambarté Prakashika ”’ ... | Comercolly ss 200 
3 4 | Arya Pratibha” ... or .. | Bhowanipore ... | sae... 
| i Bi-monthly. 
i > |‘ Culna Prakash ”’ cs ...| Culna ao ae Agrahéyan, 1284 B. S. 
4 Weekly. 
‘ 6 |“ Banga Hitaishi ” see ... | Bhowanipore =... | eveeee 
: 7 |*Bishwa Dit® ..:. ..  ... | Téligunj, Oaloutts..| ...... 
‘ 8 |“ Bishwa Subrid”’ ... vas ... | Mymensingh we 450 j . 
' 9 |Bhérat Mihir? ..  . ...| Do. «| 658 | 29th November 1877. 
: 10 |“ Bharat Sangskaérak” —... ... | Calcutta seo | sesnes. J aeem «= ttt. 
i 11 |Rengal Advertiser” =... «| Do. oi eine 
; 12 | “Dacca Prakash ” ... os .»» | Dacca me 400 | 2nd December. 
i 13 | “Education Gazette” ... ... | Hooghly + | 1,168 | 80th November. 

14 | Moorshedabad Pratinidhi” ...| Berhampore — ...| .s.00 

15 |*Pratikér’? vas i a ies 235 

16 | & Grambarté Prakashika ” .«. | Comercolly a 200 | lst December. 

17 |¢Sambéd Bhéskar”  ...  ... | Calcutta san | connes [Sad ditto. 

18 | *Sulabha Saméchér” ... 1 ae ...| 6,500 | Ist ditto. 

19 | * Sédhérani ”’ ae ... | Chinsurah 06 516 | 2nd ditto. 

20 | Hindu Hitaishini” ... | Dacca ee 300 | lst ditto. 

| 
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No. Names of Newspapers. r Place of publication. ft open — on or i received and 
issued. i or the week, 
Benoati— (Continued). ot 
| Weekly—(Continued). 4 p 
21 | Soma Prakash ” ... ne ...| Bhowanipore 700 | 83rd December 1877. W 
22 | ‘* Sahachar ”’ mee ae -e- | Caicutta an lise 296th November. : 
23 | Hindu Ranjiké”... ... «| Bauleah, Rajshahye| ...... | 28th ditto. A a 
24 | “ Rungpore Dik Prakash ” . | Kakinidé, Rongpore 250 | Ul 
25 |“ Burdwan Prachérika” ... ..6 | Burdwan cas 165 3 ) 
26 | Banga Mittra” ... .. «| Calcutta --| 4,000 | 36th — ditto. . 
Daily. 
$7 |*Sambad Prabhékar” ... «2 | Do. | 550 | 17th to 80th November. 
28 |“ Samb4d Purnachandrodaya” ...| Do. ee aa 29th Nov. to 6th December. s 
29 |‘ Saméchér Chandriké” ... «| Do. | 625 y 
80 | “ Banga Vidya Prakaéshika”  ...} Do. vos | eeseee | 29th Nov. to 5th ditto. ; 
31 |! Arya Mihir ” ie | Do. oe a ee r 
Enouisn ann Bencatt. | b 
Weekly. : 
32 |‘ Amrita Bazar Patriké”’ ... -eo| Do. ee | 2,217 | 29th November. d 
33 | Howrah Hitakari ” a ..- | Bethar, Howrah ... 800. | 2nd December. i: 
34 | “ Moorshedabad Patrika ’’... ... | Berhampore we. | seesee || 8Oth November. I 
{ 35 |“ Burrisal Bartabaha”  ... ..,.. | Burrisal ran} ss. 000 ee 7 
EnciisH anp Urpv. : : ao ee ‘ i 
36 | Urdu Guide”... nee ... | Caleutta cas ~ 400 | 1st December. i 
Urnuv. | ‘ ; 
Bi-monthly. : 
37 |  Akhbar-ul-Akhiar ” oe oo | MROMUMCTOOTG © nc Lecce i 
HInp1, - ; . 
Weekly. : | | eae | j t] 
38 |“ Behar Bandhu”... os ... | Bankipore, Patna... 509 | 5th = ditto. ’ FI t 
PERSIAN. | 2 | | 
39 | “ J&ém-Jahan-numé”’ von. ->veae ) Oloutte co 250 | 80th November. d 
' § 
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1. Tax Sahachar, of the 26th November, thus writes, towards the con-_ 


The attitude of England in the Clusion of an editorial, headed the ‘‘ European 
present war. war :’—England has adopted a most suicidal 
policy in this war. Is not Russia aware that she wishes the Saltan 
were victorious? Is not the British cabinet able to see that Russia will 
have her vengeance as soon as an opportunity presents itself? England 
seems determined to close her eyes to the fact, that the present war is but 
a preliminary to an invasion of India. True British interests require that 


the integrity of Turkey should remain intact; and it is time that England 


came to the rescue. With the fall of Turkey the safety of India will be 
endangered. : 
2. We extract the following from an editorial in the same paper, headed 
pasites, Resteind, tend the Aude. “* Russia, England, and Afghanisthan :’—The 
occupation of Quetta by British troops has 
given great umbrage to the Amir, who doubtless regards it as a menace 
to his possessions. Shall Russia let slip this opportunity? With the excep- 
tion of India, no country in Asia appears to possess any value in the eyes 
of the Czar. He might swear to the contrary; but have not proofs been 
repeatedly obtained which shew the value of his oath? For India a ‘war 
between England and Russia is inevitable. The latter, with this purpose 
in view, is steadily advancing towards this country. In case Afghanisthan 
sides with the aggressors, England will have little reason to count upon the 
difficulties of a passage to India, which are made so much of at present. The 
Awir has not, however, easily given himself up to an alliance with Russia. 
He would have remained friendly, but for the annexation of Khelat. Govern- 
ment should know that the Afghans do not like the presence of foreigners 
in their country. They would have doubtless sought the aid of British troops 
if the Russians had been the aggressors; but England has committed the 
mistake which, it is desirable, should have been her enemy’s. There is, 
however, yet time. Give up Khelat and Quetta; or else, in the event 
of a war with Russia, the enemy will ‘be allowed to march through 
Afchanisthan. | 
PuBLIc ADMINISTRATION. 


8. Now that incorrect statements are being constantly made respect- 
Relations between Government and Ing the vernacular newspapers, the Culna 
the Native Press. Prakash, of this month, dwells on the relations 
that should subsist between Government and the Native Press, and the 
important services rendered by the latter to the public. The native newspapers, 
In fact, constitute the unpaid agency through whose means the rulers are 
always kept informed of the wants, grievances, and feelings of the people; as 
such, they deserve encouragement at the hands of Government, which should, 
at the same time, reject as insane the counsels of their detractors. __ 
4. The same paper contains a long editorial, headed “ How the 

How the recurrence of famines may recurrence of famines may be prevented.” The 
be prevented. causes, which have in recent times brought 
about famines in this country, are chiefly two: namely, exportation and 
drought. Free trade principles being now in vogue, it is not easy to prohibit 
exportation ; and means should therefore be used to counteract the evil effects of 
the practice by the improvement of agriculture, which isin a very backward 
condition. For this purpose, schools should be established in the villages ; 
Where agriculture should be taught. to the children of the laboring classes 


Sanacwnar, 
November 26th, 1877. 


SaAHACHAR. 


Cutwa Praxkasn, 
Agrahdyan, 1284 R:S. 
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on rational and scientific principles. Regarding the second cause of famines, 
- it is no wonder that the country should have to suffer so. frequently when all 
its agricultural. operations depend for their success on a required amount of 
seasonable rainfall; and. the case will continue to be the same‘so long ag 

this dependence is not removed by an extensive system of canal. = 
5. We extract the following passages from an editorial in the Bhérat 


Sangskdrak,. of the 26th November, headed; 
“Trrigation in India:”—Irrigation possesses 
several advantages :. it imparts fertility to the soil, while the baneli. which 
supply the means of irrigation, facilitate internal. trade and promote com- 
munication between distant. localities in.a province. The rulers have, there- 
fore, for a long time past given this subject their attention. In some places, 
indeed, irrigation canals have been. provided; but Government still seems 


"Advantages of irrigation. 


to hesitate whether it should venture upon these works on any extensive 


_Buarat 
SaveskaRak. 


scale.. It is for this reason that, while in some places tlie work has been left 
in ap incomplete state, or. abandoned. soon after 1t was commenced, in others 
it has advanced only to the stageof making surveys and maps. Government 
is not. willing even to incur the small outlay that. might be necessary 
to set free the channels of silted-up rivers, which in their present condition 
is doing so much harm. The way in which Government, after considerable 
deliberation, enters upon an undertaking only to abandon it in favor of 
another, entails upon the state. unnecessary expenditure and exposes the 
authorities to the charge of fickleness. Regarding the arguments 
employed by Sir Arthur Cotton, in his recent. speech in Liverpool, to prove 
the superior advantages. of canals aver railways, we believe that, although 
they are not entirely free from exaggeration, there.is nevertheless much 
sound truth in them which affords matter for grave consideration. The 
railways have indeed considerably facilitated travelling, but they have not 
done much in any other respect. Agriculture and commerce, on which the 
prosperity of a country mainly, depends, have not derived any material aid 
from them—nay, on the contrary, by obstructing the: natural water-courses 
in many parts of. the country, they have. become the:means of injuring 
agricultural operations and the health ofthe people. Then as regards com- 
merce, owing to the high rates charged for freight and the injury which the 
goods sustain in transit, the merchants and traders are rarely willing to 
avail themselves of railways where facilities of communication by water. exist. 
Canals, however, will help effectively to- develope the. agricultural. and 
commercial resources of the people ; and‘thus:save the country from frequently 
recurring and destructive famines. | 
6, Adverting to the causes which, as: Mr.. Eden -pointed. out in his 
The condition of the peasantry in Speech to the zamindars of Behar, have 
Behar. brought about the misery and. poverty of 
the people of that province, the same paper makes the following obser- 
vations :—‘ In the durbarat Sonepore, Mr. Eden has: not, as on a. former 
occasion at Belvidere, merely indulged in'a number of. incorrect statements 
and a parade of his knowledge of this country. We find in the course of 
his speech that, he has acknowledged. the good which has accrued to tle 
zamindars of Bengal from the permanent settlement; although his views 
are decidedly hostile to it. His Honor’s advice to the landlords of Behar 
respecting their relations with the tenantry, if acted upon, is likely to be 
beneficial to a considerable extent. The same, however, cannot be said of 
his exhortation regarding the establishment of vernacular schools in the 
province. Behar is closely connected with the North-Western Provinces; 
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and it does not appear to us that, in view of the example set by the Ruler 
of those provinces in abolishing all colleges and high schools, Mr. Eden’s 
counsel will have any great effect. The people of the North-West have 


received an impression, that this measure has been determined upon, from 


a fear that advanced education will make natives hostile to Govern- 
ment. Be that as it may, we do not helieve that the ignorance of the 
peasantry will be removed and their condition improved through the efforts 
of the landlords alone, unless Government itself encourages primary educa- 
tion in Behar, as it has done in Bengal. It would take a whole article 
to consider the point, incidentally raised by Mr. Eden in the course of 
his speech, regarding the charge of selfishness which is generally brought 
against the British nation in their dealings with the people of the country. 
We shall here content ourselves with only admitting with submission 
and gratitude that, under the British rule, the country enjoys peace and 
security from foreign invasion, and that, in point of liberality, no nation will 
stand any comparison with the British. But it does not follow that in every 
instance they act disinterestedly. From long experience we have come to 
the conclusion that, in cases where the interests of England do not clash 
with those of India, and where there is a possibility of earning fame in the 
civilized world, it performs the part of an affectionate elder brother; but 
where there are conflicting interests, its selfish and mercenary spirit prevails. 
England occasionally does feel for India, but as often does not, and some- 
times acts as though she did not. This is what grieves us so much. Besides 
the causes enumerated by His Honor which account for the poverty of ‘the 
people of Behar, there are a few others which might be mentioned, as for 
instance: (1) The dense population of the province. No remedial measures 
are likely to be effective so long as a portion of the surplus population is not 
decreased by emigration. (2) Another fact equally important is that the best 
corn-producing lands in Behar are taken up for the cultivation of poppy and 
indigo. We wonder that this point was not at all adverted to in the course 
of the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech. Is there anything more to be 


regretted than that, for the sake of the excise revenues, the people of Behar 


should starve, or be under the necessity of resorting to emigration for relief ? 
We shall watch with the greatest concern the measures which Mr. Kden, 
who has declared himself a friend of the people of Behar, may inaugurate 
for the amelioration of their condition |’ 
7. The Sahachar, of the 26th November, thanks Lord Lytton for the 
Lord Lytton’s attitude towards arrangements recently made by him for supplying 
the Press. official information to the Press. In this respect 
his policy is the exact opposite of that followed by Mr. Eden. Unlike 
his predecessors Lord Mayo and Lord Northbrook, who regarded the 
hewspapers as thorns in their sides and treated them with contempt, 
the present Viceroy seems disposed to consult public opinion, and has really 
made the Press free by affording it facilities for carrying on its work 
Without restraint. His predecessors sought to buy them over or destroy 
their independence ; but Lord Lytton acts otherwise. His Excellency deserves 
all honor for this friendly overture and his efforts to remove the ignorance 
which is so often betrayed by the members of the Press in discussing 
public measures, and which leads them occasionally to reckless writing so much 
disliked by the authorities. Should the arrangements provisionally made by 
Lord Lytton be continued, there will be little occasion for the recurrence of 
such unpleasantnesses. His Excellency has acted wisely in discerning the 
signs of the times and regarding the newspapers as the mouthpiece of the 
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public. The editor then exhorts his contemporaries of the Native Press to 
criticise the acts of Government in a friendly spirit. 
8. The same paper remarks as follows in reference to the appoint- 
ment of Mr. O’Kinealy, as Officiating Home 
Secretary to the Government. “ It is long since 
a Bengal civilian was appointed to this post; and the choice has fallen 
upon one who is a profound scholar, and who, without any special patronage, 
has, through diligence and personal merit, won promotion in the service, 
He is a true friend to the natives of Bengal.” 
9. Respecting the sentence passed upon Raja Jogendranath Rai of 

Effects on the minds of the natives Nattore, the same paper writes as follows :— 
of the sentence passed on Jogendranath “The sentence passed upon him has created 
Rai of Nattore. an impression that justice is not administered 
in the courts under the British Government without respect of persons; and 
that everything is carried by influence. In order probably to wound the 
feelings of the Raja the more, the subordinate officers of police in the 
district, in anticipation of a sentence of imprisonment, had made ready 
for him a kind of short-drawers of a different construction from what is used 
by other prisoners. There was hardly a single person in the district who 
did not shed tears when in that dress the Raja was sent to the Presidency 
Jail. There will be certainly an appeal; but delay is made in giving a copy 
of the decision. As it 1s improper to say anything about this case when it 
is still sub judice, we shall only ask our impartial Government to transfer to 
some other station Messrs. Bignold, D’Oyly, Blyth, and Bambury, the 
officers in this district.” 

10. Ina long editorial, the Hindu Ranjka, of the 25th November, 

The summer quarters in Simla and protests against the annual sojourn in Simla 
other places. =. and other sanitariums, made by the Govern- 
ment of India and the Local Governments. His observations are the same 
as those noticed in paragraph 6 of the Report of the 24th November 1877. 

11. The Amrita Bazar Patrikd, of the 29th November, devotes a long 
article in Bengali to the case of Raja Jogen- 
dranath Rai of Nattore. In consideration 
of the high position which the Raja’s family has occupied in native society 
for more than a hundred years past, the editor recommends him to the 
mercy of the Lieutenant-Governor ; and adds that the people of Bengal will 
be deeply indebted to him should His Honor do this act of grace. 

12. The Bharat Mihir, of the 29th November, observes that Government 
has acted most unwisely in secretly negotiating 
its recent loans from the native princes and 
others at a high rate of interest. The measure has considerably shaken the 
the credit of Government, and given rise to many rumours of war and 
coming taxation. ‘The rulers cannot too soon give up their policy of keeping 
secret, matters that affect the public. 

18. The same paper regrets that, while from a superficial acquaintance 

The prevailing malarious fever, and With the country Mr. Eden has pronounced 
proper Femedial measures. the peasantry of Bengal a prosperous and 
happy class, neither His Honor nor any of. his predecessors in office have ever 
taken apy trouble to learn the true state of things in the mofussil—the wants, 
grievances, and sufferings of the people who live in villages. It is, however, 
idle to expect that the Lieutenant-Governor of these provinces will ever 
honor a village with his presence. The writer makes these remarks with 
special reference to the fearful prevalence of malarious fever, for the most 
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art of the year, among the rural population, and the utter absence of all 
medical treatment. Government has hitherto done little to improve the 
sanitary condition of the villages; while it has spared neither efforts nor 
money to promote the health of the inhabitants of the towns and cities. 
As saving the people from untimely death and protracted suffering caused 
by this scourge is one of the cardinal duties of the state, the following 
suggestions are made in the hope that they will be attended to with prompt- 
ness:—(1) A number of health officers should be appointed over Bengal, 
each having jurisdiction over a portion of the province. It should be 
their duty to make tours through every village and report its condition and 


defects from a sanitary point of view, with suggestions for removing them. 


(2) Hach should have under him a number of native doctors, who are to be 
provided with necessary medicines and posted in different places. (3) Much 
good would accrue if popular treatises were written in simple Bengali 
style on the treatment of such diseases as cholera, fever, enlargement of the 
spleen, and others, and circulated grates. (4) Means should be used for 
checking an increase in the number of ignorant practitioners. It would be 
well if a system of examinations could be introduced for the kabirdjes. 

14. <A correspondent of the Lducation Gazette, of the 30th November, 
notices.a fearful outbreak of malarious fever 
in Sorool and adjacent villages in the district 
of Beerbhoom. There is no efficient medical aid available. The inhabitants 
are mostly poor agriculturists who cannot afford to pay for their treatment. 
His Honor is besought to attend to the matter without delay. 

15. In itsissue of the 80th November, the Banga Mitird,a weekly 

neon paper published at Calcutta, comments on the 

prohibition by Government of all lotteries and 

sweepstakes in this country. It would have been better if, instead of this 

wholesale prohibition, exceptions were made in favor of such raffles as might 

be held in aid of any work of public utility or charity. Properly considered, 
no harm accrues from a lottery when it is held for such a purpose. 

16. Now that the Government of India has prohibited all sweeps and 

a lotteries, the JMoorshedabad Patrikad, of the 
ne 30th November, asks the authorities, in view 
of the injurious consequences resulting from the prevalence of gambling in 
the Moorshedabad district, to extend to it the gambling prevention Act. 

17. The Hindu Hitaishini, of the lst December, observes that the 

Imposition of an income-tax recom. iMposition of a fresh tax at a time when 
mended, if taxation be necessary. famines, pestilence, and cyclones have impover- 
ished the people will not only be unjust, but produce serious discontent. If, 
however, to meet the necessities of the exchequer, there must be a tax, one on 
incomes is the best that could be devised under the circumstances. The views 


r the writer agree with those noticed in paragraphs 10 and 11 of our last 
eport. ; 


18. The Graémbdrta Prakashtka, of - lst ayy does not see 

why the capital required for the construction 

Wensled se of ‘de bie acto howey from Goalundo to 

Mymensingh is to be raised in England instead of in Hastern Bengal, where 

there are so many wealthy landholders. If the object of the construction 

be to seek the good of the English capitalists, it 1s exceedingly reprehensible. 

hen imposing a succession of taxes upon the people, it suits Government 

to regard them as wealthy and prosperous, however poor they may be. A 
contrary policy, however, is pursued in this matter. 


Malarious fever in Beerbhoom. 


EpvucaTion Gagettys, 
November 30th, 1877. 


Banaa Mittra, 
November 30th, 1877. 


MooRSHEDABAD 
PaTRIKA, 


November 80th, 1877. 


Hixypv HitaisH1s1, 
December lst, 1877. 


GRAMBARTA 
PRaKASHIK4, 


December ist, 1877. 


SutasHa SamacHaR, 
December ist, 1877. 


SaADHARASYI, 
December 2nd, 1877. 


SapHABANI. 


SaADHARABI. 


a3 


19. The Sulabha Samdchér, of the 1st December, protests against 
Objection to provision of section 271, Section 271 of the new Civil Procedure Code, 
Civil Procedure Code. which empowers the officers of a civil court— 
even the peons—to enter into the house of a debtor to seize property where 
any may be suspected to be. This section will be productive of consi- 
derable oppressions., 
20. We make the following extracts from an article in the Sdédhdrani, 
Failing Sir W. Herschel’s report, Of the 2nd December, reviewing the resolution 
the criminal statistics of Burdwan of Government on the Administration Report 
—— of the Burdwan Division :—* Thanks to the 
negligence of Sir William Herschel, there is no account given of the 
Hooghly district in the last Administration Beport of the Burdwan Division ; 
and after all the anxious interest with which we had hitherto looked forward 
for this production, we are disappointed. This act of omission on the part 
of Sir William we consider to be the chief event connected with the 
district of Hooghly. "We shall now refer to a few other incidents for the 
benefit of ourreaders. Towards the latter part of the Bengali year 1288 B. 8. 
there were no less than twelve cases of robbery within the space of three 
months; and, during the same period, there was a daily average of one 
case of theft in Hooghly and Chinsura, the head-quarters of the district. 
The crimes were committed on the public road and within twenty cubits 
of the police-station. In the beginning of the year under review, there 
was such a scarcity of water in the district that, rather than fetch it from a 
distance of seven or eight miles, not a few widows belonging to the poorer 
classes thought it better to leave the path of virtue; while a violent out- 
break of the malarious fever in the fairest portions of the district decimated 
a fourth part of the inhabitants in some places. But what is the use of 
referring to these old stories? Neither the big folk nor the common people 
ever put forth any efforts to remedy these evils, while a constant reference to 
them is construed as an attempt to bring discredit upon the authorities. 
As the Gazette contains only accounts of important matters, it behoves us to 
advert to such alone. Excluding the district of Hooghly, the number of emi- 
grants from the other districts of the Burdwan Division, during the year under 
review, was less than in the preceding year. From this Mr. Eden concludes 
that there has been an improvement in the status of the common people. 
Others, however, might account for it differently ; and attribute this falling off 
in the number of emigrants to the fact, that people were dissuaded from leaving 
their homes by the descriptions given of the oppressions of the planters and 
others by the returned emigrants. As to the efficiency of the police, the 
Commissioner, Mr. Smith, has made some sound remarks in commending the 
detective capacity of the Bengali constables. The prevalence of crimes in 
the towns and cities of the Hooghly district is in a large measure due to the 
precomntnee of Hindusthani constables, who are, as a rule, notoriously 
stupid.” | 
21. The same paper notices the profound sensation with which the 
Sensation cansed by the sentence Native public of Bengal has received the news 
passed on Raja Jogendranath Rai. of the severe sentence passed on Kumar 
Jogendranath Rai of Nattore, the representative of the highest family in 
the land. Imprisonment was not the proper punishment for him. In his 
care justice should be tempered with mercy. : 
22 The same paper writes an article headed “ A Durbar again :”’—“ The 
determination of Government to hold a durbar 
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Assemblage at Delhi, is most inopportune. Most of the native princes 
have been impoverished; and a fresh durbar will induce bankruptcy, or else 
lace them under the necessity of resorting to oppressive measures, which, 
thanks to the Residents at their courts, if reported to Government, may not 
improbably lead to their deposition. But what is the use of these durbars P 
They are not necessary for the purpose of strengthening the friendship 
between Government and the native princes. A liberal policy on the part 
of Government anda liberal treatment at the hands of the Residents are 
more calculated to bring about this result than anything else. Durbars 
might be useful in impressing the native chiefs with an idea of the power 
and prestige of the British Government ; but even for that purpose, they are 
no longer needed ; the native princes having long become acquainted with 
the resources of the paramount power. The trial of Mulhar Rao Guicowar 
and the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi have left nothing unaccomplished in 
this direction. Then, again, the interviews granted by the Viceroy to the 
princes on the occasion of these durbars are not at all favourable for the 
communication of any grievances or obtaining any redresses ; the utmost that 
is done being only a formal conversation, and even that in the presence of 
the Residents. While durbars are devoid of usefulness in any of these 
respects, they are costly, and give rise to speculations among the people as to 
the motives of Government in holding them which are anything but flattering 
to it. It is sometimes alleged, though we do not believe this, that by their 
means Government seeks to impoverish and thus weaken the native princes. 
93. The Soma Prokdash, of the 3rd December, contains an editorial 
Distress among the peasants of | headed “Mr. Eden and the tenantry of 
Bengal. Bengal.” ‘Mr. Eden will have done his duty 
towards the people as their governor, and held forth a noble example to his 
successors, if he but succeeds in raising the status of the peasantry of 
Behar. We would gladly bear all the strictures he might pass upon 
us should he accomplish this grand task. His Honor, however, seems 
to have fallen into an error respecting the condition of the peasantry of 
Bengal, whom he has repeatedly described as prosperous and happy; and it 
is exceedingly desirable to disabuse his mind of this notion.’ It is indeed 
unquestionable that the condition of a portion of the tenantry of Bengal is 
better than that of the same class in the Sonthal Pergunnahs, Behar, and 
the North-Western Provinces; but the majority are placed on an equal 
footing. They are ignorant, dirty, ill-fed and ill-clad. Their habitations 
reek with filth of every description, and are favourite haunts of cholera 
and the malarious fever. We ask His Honor to enquire into the con- 
dition of Héris, Muchis, and others. ‘Then, again, is there any real 
improvement when it does not simultaneously affect the mental condition 
of the people? An improvement in the status of the Bengali peasantry 
must remain impossible so long as they are subject to malarious fever. The 
adoption of sanitary measures is extremely necessary to arrest its increasing 
prevalence.” The editor then refutes those who account for the low rate of 
wages in Behar by referring to an overplus of population in that province. 
Poverty in Behar not duetoover- ‘The true cause of this state of things is the 
population. poverty of the middle and respectable classes, 
who cannot afford to employ laborers. An improvement in the status.of the 
laboring classes must presuppose prosperity in the classes which are in society 
placed above them and are their employers.. Owing to this cause a low rate 
of wages once prevailed in Bengal also; but the state of things is now 
different. ‘The wages of labor have steadily increased with an advancement 
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in the condition of the middle classes. It is idle to expect that the peasantry 
of & province should prosper where the classes above them are steeped in 
poverty and ignorance. 
24. The same paper, in commenting on the unsatisfactory manner in 
i is which the prosecution was conducted in the 
ea case of Macgregor, the lightness of the punish- 
ment inflicted, the cruelties perpetrated by the defendant on the deceased, 
and all omission on the part of those, who conducted the trial, to find out 
whether there was any provocation offered to Macgregor, or to make any 


inquiry as to the state of health of the deceased, directs the attention of the 


Lieutenant-Governor to the necessity of exercising a strict supervision over 
the health of the emigrants, and the character of those who are generally 
appointed as superintendents of the tea-plantations. 

25. The Behar Bundhu makes the following remarks in an article 
headed “the Rani Swarnamayi of Bengal” :— 
The dowager Rani of Zikart has promised a sum 
of Rs. 3,000, at the rate of Rs. 1,000 a year, for the support of a charitable 
dispensary, a plan of which is now under consideration. She has also 
established a surveying class for the instruction of the putwaris of her 
gamindaris ; and it is rumoured that she has offered to give up some of her 
land in Aurangabad for the construction of a Government road. ‘The editor 
on this asks, why does the Rani not turn her attention to the improve- 
ment of the condition of the ignorant and uneducated women of Behar P 

26. ‘Is this the same Government P” is the heading of an article in 
which the following remarks occur :—It would 
be heart-rending to compare the memorable 
deeds of Hare, Marshman, and others with those of the present Govern- 
ment officials. The light of a little learning awoke the subject Hindus- 
tanis from their sleep of negligence, but the authorities seemed not then 
to see this awakening. Perhaps it is for this reason they wish to extinguish 
the lamp which they had lighted. What rewards and gifts will the 
subject race expect to receive from the fact of the Queen having taken the 
title of Kmpress? Far from rewards, the doors of our promotion have been 
closed one after another. Delhi, so highly famed in ages past, has received 
from Government, in the abolition of the Delhi College, a thrust so keen 
that the remembrance of it will survive in the hearts of the Hindustanis to 
the end of time, and now the stroke of lightning threatens the Bareilly, 
Poona, and Lucknow Canning Colleges. Is this the act of a well-wisher 
and friend ? 

27. This paper has " following on the ‘‘ Ticcadari system” :—“ ry 

ree ne erless are the evils which it has brought, and 1s 
eich setae bringing, on Behar: it has deprived it of 
learning, wealth, and all other such good things. However, good times are 
coming, inasmuch as Government has begun to turn its attention to this 
province. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor had much to say on the matter at the 
Sonepore Darbar. Let us wait and see what comes of it—whether indifference 
or weakness or injustice. When the land yields plentifully and all goes on 
well, there is still a strong desire to lease out the land on the éicca system; 
and if the zamindar is a weak man and the ryots turbulent and quarrelsome, 
ke lets his land out to some villainous and tyrannical ¢tccaddr who 
puts the tenants in order, or injustice follows ; for whether there be a good 
rainfall or not, the landlord receives his rent as usual. Let us see, says the editor, 
how the above three states suit the sovereign ruler, zamindér, and the ryot, none 
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of whom will laziness benefit, whilst weakness or inability and injustice are to 
be deprecated. How, then, is the ryot injured by this ticcaddri system? Let 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s speech at the darbdr suffice as an answer to this, in 
lieu of an answer from us (here follows a translation of that part of His 
Honor’s speech which touches on the matter). 
28. An anonymous correspondent, writing under date the 3rd instant to 
this paper, complains of the i | bad er of the roads in Behar. He states 
that if the money which has been lavishl 
— oa wasted on the construction of the “ Raster 
Serai” had, with perhaps a small addition from subscriptions, been spent 
jn repairing the roads, as also in digging wells and tanks and excavat- 
ing canals, it would have tended much more to the comfort of the ryots; for 
the state of the roads in this part of the country is much worse than in any 
other part of our Sovereign’s Indian Empire. All classes without distinction 
suffer from this great evil, which is still further enhanced when any of the 
road happens to be under repair, and large pieces of broken stone are laid 
down and covered over with mud, which becomes a source of great inconveni- 
ence to foot-travellers. It behoves Government to look after these roads and 


fi issue orders for repairing them, and thus afford relief to the inhabitants of 
1 ~=>- Behar. 
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